CHRISTMAS 2016

Houses for the Rich or a Home for the Poor

OUR WORK
The Catholic Worker Farm was established in July 2006. We rent 2.5 acres on a 40 acre working farm at a cost
of £2100 per month. Since 2006 we have received over 500 women and children who are disentitled to work or to
receive State Benefits.
The women whom we receive, we call Guests. They are Asylum Seekers, have been Trafficked, Exited
Prostitution, been Bonded Servants, Victims of Domestic or Honour Based Violence.
We receive our Guests from over 50 different asylum organisations throughout London. These include The British

Cross Refugee Unit, Jesuit Refugee Services, Advance For Women, The Southhall Black Sisters and many
others. Currently there is no other accommodation provision for either women with children or entire families
without recourse to Housing Benefit in the South of England. We are the only organisation which accommodates
women with their children who are disentitled to State Benefits.
We offer our guests accommodation, food and clothing, along with GP's and Dental Care, Group and Individual
Psychotherapy. Furthermore, Solicitors, English, Dance and Cooking lessons, Choir Practice and Fun Night. We
also accompany them emotionally and most importantly place their children into the local school. We have an
excellent working relationships with Social Services, Health Visitors and Midwifery Services. We also have many
local church members who volunteer with us regularly.

A NEW PARADIGM
Sadly, in January 2016 the Lifelong Tenant Farmer, Mr. Lory, passed away. He was the gentleman who sublet us
the farm house for the past 10 years. When he passed we then decided to establish a group of ‘3 Wise Men’
with whom we could consult regularly. This group of men have specialist knowledge in property, development,
management and entrepreneurship. They are also committed Christians who have cared deeply about our
Guests for many years. They recognise the importance of this work and do not want to see this community fail…
The owners of the farm, Guys and St. Thomas’ Charity, have now decided to sell it. We estimate the total value
of the entire farm to be at between £5-6 million. This is because there are 9 barns with "development potential”
once planning permission is approved. These barns can provide building opportunities for a developer to build
many homes on the barn sites at a cost of approximately an additional £5 million. Once the barns are turned into
residential properties a profit of approximately £8 million could then be had when sold to buyers. Developers
have already been making inquiries here. They cant wait for us to leave when our lease is up in July 2017 so
they can make their money!

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR GROWTH
Ideally, we would like to purchase the whole farm property, develop it into multiple forms of accommodation, and
create the UK's first village for the poor. But this would require an £11 million investment. As this may be
impossible due to a lack of funding, we believe what follows to be completely possible. As St. Francis taught,
“start by doing what is necessary and then suddenly you are doing the impossible”.
What we wish to propose to Guys and St. Thomas’ Charity is for them to instruct their agents, Savills, to
"partition" The Farm into two parts. One part of the partition would include the barns; which could then be
developed into luxury homes by a developer.
The other part would be the building we have already been using to house the women and children for the past
10 years. Attached to our CWFarm House is also a 3/4 bedroom farm cottage which we could use; which is now
used by a local farmer. This would allow us to care for an additional 6 to 8 women.
As well as this, there is also one barn in front of the farmhouses which could then be developed by us. The barn
redevelopment would include a multi purpose hall on the ground floor and 6 small apartments for families above.
The total extra living area would increase our capacity from the present 21 Guests to approximately 50 guests.
To this end we commissioned a valuation of the partitioned area which we need to carry out this task. This was
done by Trend & Thomas. They valued the property, which we need to continue our work at £1.6 million. We are
now seeking either a Benefactor or a Religious Order willing to purchase this area and keep it in their own
property portfolio. We are only seeking “the use of” the property. We would hope that this partnership would allow
for Sisters or Brothers to use the premises as part of their Formation Programme as well.
- Scott Albrecht

THERE IS ALWAYS SOMEONE NEAR US WHO IS IN NEED
Pope Francis wrote following sentences for his
speech to the topic “Care for the Poor” on the 18th of
January 2015 in Manila, Philippines. “There is always
someone near us who is in need, materially,
emotionally, spiritually. The greatest gift we can give
to them is our friendship, our concern, our
tenderness, our love for Jesus.”

Every Christian should serve people in need. That is
exactly what we’re trying to do at the Catholic Worker
Farm. We help women.
Nearly every woman who was and is coming to the
farm is materially and emotionally in need. In addition
to that some are facing spiritual struggles.
To help with their material fears, we give them a
secure place to live and food.
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To fight against their emotional weakness we have
therapists who come to
the farm and try to
help. Moreover, we
show that we
care about their
wishes, fears
and struggles.
When people
notice that
someone is
concerned about
them it’s a
good start to build
relationships.
These relationships
can grow into
friendships. From this
point on it isn’t only a
gift for people in need any longer, but a gift for each
other.

Community Workday. For example, about bringing up
children in West-Europe compared to Africa or India.
Personally, I learnt a lot from the women’s
experiences of life. For instance, one woman showed
me once how to clean a basket a lot faster or how to
make bread without yeast.
It really isn't one-sided gift but truly a gift to each
other.
There are more reasons why we should help people.
As Christians we
should help people
because of what
Jesus told us. He
wants us to
love
our
neighbours
and to help
e v e r y b o d y.
Even if we,
ourselves,
don’t have that
much it’s
always enough to
help people who
are in need. Like we
can see here, it can
happen so fast when a
woman looses everything and then she is alone in
hard times. We have some women here who have
had a life like most West Europeans. They studied,
had a husband and lived quite a good life. Than they
became victims of domestic violence, and now they
don’t have a place to live, no job and they’re alone.
Everybody can have bad luck and can suddenly find
themselves in a situation where he or she needs
help. Therefore, it would be good to help and be there
for someone in need, even if you don’t know them.
And you, helping someone in need will get so much
back and maybe a new friend.

Therefore, I don’t think Pope Francis’ statement is
insufficient. He’s right that there are everywhere
people in need and that we should help them. But I
think the gift we will get from them is also very big.
The most obvious one is gratitude. But there is a lot
more.
That is something I experienced and learnt since I’ve
been at The Catholic
Worker Farm.
Of course, firstly we
try to give the
women security,
l i g h t heartedness and
love of living.
We’re doing this
by talking to
them and trying
to build a nice
environment for
them. That
doesn’t mean doing
directly something
with the women at every
time. It also includes
work in the garden and the house so that everything
looks nice and they feel welcomed. On the other
hand, they give us trust, a lot of great time together
and share their experience of life. It’s always amazing
when a woman tells about her life before the farm. It
takes time until they trust you and some of them
won’t do it the whole time during their stay here. But
even trust grows. It starts with discussions during tea
in the evening or conversations during weeding on

To be there for people in need isn’t always easy. This is
what I experience here, too. I’m only a volunteer for one
year but if you decide to live your whole life for helping
others there may be some difficulties. But in the end it’s
so important to help and do work like this and it’s
amazing what some people are willing to do for others.

- Olivia Voggel

Out of the Temple
Which makes Archbishop McNicholas say:
“We have been guilty
of encouraging tyranny
in the financial world
until it has become
a veritable octopus
strangling the life
of our people.”

Christ drove the money changers
out of the Temple.
But today nobody dares
to drive the money lenders
out of the Temple.
And nobody dares
to drive the money lenders
out of the Temple
because the money lenders
have taken a mortgage
on the Temple.
When church builders build churches
with money borrowed from money lenders
they increase the prestige
of the money lenders.
But increasing the prestige
of the money lenders
does not increase the prestige
of the Church.
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Remembrance Day with Veterans for Peace
white poppies and blue hoodies in a field of red destruction

As volunteers of the CWF we had the chance to
attend the Annual Public Conference of the Veterans
for Peace (VFP) which was held over the weekend in
London. In total over 100 members of VFP from the
UK, USA, Germany and Ireland took part.
On Saturday, the theme for the day was: Creating
Enemies: Critical perspectives on the justification of
war. After an introduction and a two talks about
enemies from a historical and archaeological
perspective, a presentation was given about “How to
make Enemies and mobilise Aggression“. Two panel
discussions with various VFP members and guest
speakers (Reprieve, Souciant, Islamic Human Right
Commission) followed. It was very interesting to listen
to different point of views and start to think about this
topic.

the “important, noble and heroic“ purpose of the
military.
In recent years, the popularity of the official
remembrance ceremonies has grown due to huge
efforts of the Royal British Legion with a lot of red
poppy fundraising activity and the tendency among
people to indulge in a great mythic military past.

On Sunday when the Remembrance ceremony was
held, I got stuck in the crowds that poured forward to
the memorial, so I was not able to join the Veterans
for Peace and supporters for their ceremony.

At the memorial, first it was the Salvation Army’s turn
to hold a short remembrance service. All dressed in
uniforms and accompanied by a military band, they
remembered the brave British soldiers who fought for
their country and defended their people.
Hearing this and being part of their audience felt so
wrong. It was like worshiping war and justifying and
glorifying all the violence that has been used in the
past and still is practised today all over the world.
What a difference it made when the VFP marched
towards the memorial holding the banner “Never
Again“, all wearing blue hoodies with the quote: “War
is organised murder“.
Watching them lay down a wreath of white poppies
was a very powerful moment.
They were speaking truth to all these people lining
the streets and supporters of war because they were

In response to this change from consolation to
glorification and justification of war,
white poppies were created by the Co-operative
women’s guild to symbolise the message of „no more
war“. Distributed by the Peace Pledge Union (PPU)
they represent remembrance of all victims of war, not
only the British soldiers. Furthermore, they symbolise
a commitment for peace and a challenge to attempts
to glamorise or celebrate war.

As I watched all these bemedaled high-ranking
officers and people with red poppies walking past me,
I wondered about the meaning and history for this
national Remembrance Day.
I had learned, that the national commemoration and
two-minutes silence for the military dead of two world
wars takes place on the nearest Sunday to November
11, the date of the original Armistice Day in 1918.
Symbolised by the red poppy, it once consisted
almost only of grieving relatives who had lost
someone and for whom it was an important event.
But the message “never again“ slipped away and was
replaced by proudly marching soldiers who reaffirm
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remembering not only the dead, but also reminding
the crowds of the true meaning of this day. How glad I
was about my white poppy, as a sign, that this was
the message I wanted to spread too.
I believe that these veterans have a lot to say and it is
important that the world listens to their stories and
opinions. They have an insight view of something that
for me as a German girl, and for a lot of the British
population too, is rather abstract: war.
Listening to the veterans, I started to understand how
in a soldier’s training the image of being a hero is
created to make him believe he is one of the good
ones, fighting the bad and evil.
The strategy to dehumanise the enemy plays a big
part to justify violence against them. Because as long
as we see the others as a collective who threatens
our way of thinking, lifestyle or believes, we won’t be

able to see them as individual human beings who live
their life, just like we do.
I have a deep respect for the men and women who
were part of the military and who came to the
conclusion to leave and join the Veterans for Peace.
As people who have been to all this places and
situations, that we can’t even think of, now they have
a strong message of peace and remembrance to tell.
I’m grateful for this experience and hope to spread
the message of peace wherever I go.
As Thomas Merton writes: The duty of the Christian
(...) is to strive with all his power and intelligence, with
his faith, hope in Christ, and love for God and man, to
do the one task which God has imposed upon us in
the world today.
The task is to work for the total abolition of war.
(Passion for Peace, 12)
- Merle Baehner

An Appeal to Religious
We at The Catholic Worker Farm and Mary House are looking for
a Religious sister or two who could be seconded or missioned to
work with us within our live-in community. Our Moto is “Love in
All Sincerity” and our Mission is to serve the 21 women and
children who were formerly street homeless and now live with us
in our two community houses. These women and children are
disentitled to work or to receive benefits because of their legal
status; which forces them into destitution. All are Asylum
Seekers. Many have fled torture, human trafficking, prostitution,
female genital mutilation, domestic violence, bonded servitude.
All need our love and support.
This could be part of a postulant or noviciate program. It could
add another dimension or help you build upon your own
community’s charism. Thank you and may God bless your prayer
and work.
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Voting with Compassion
A few days ago I went for a walk and ended up
having a conversation with this woman I met. When I
mentioned that I was from Germany, we started
talking about the EU and Brexit. For her, my living
here was ok, because I work, but she had the feeling
that “England does not have any more space for
people“.
The conversation left me wondering, how many
people in England actually think like that. And what
are their reasons?

party’s proposal to do so, is to raise border staff and
get an extra 500 policeman on the “Front Line“.
In addition to that they want to introduce a system,
similar to the one in Australia, in which people
wanting to immigrate into the UK would be rated by a
point system.
UKIP states they want to “abolish rules discriminating
EU citizens from non-EU citizens“ regarding
immigration into England.
On the other hand the party
says in their manifesto that
they want to “Reduce tax and
business costs to stimulate the
local economy. Make it easier
for smaller and local
businesses to tender for local
authority contracts.“

Following the news one can
see, that right-wing politics all
over Europe have gained more
support over the last few years.
The United Kingdom
Independence Party (UKIP) in
England is a perfect example of
this trend. UKIP was founded in
1991 as the Anti-Federalist
Group. Their main agenda was
opposing the newly signed
Maastricht Treaty and an exit
from the European Union.
Although not very successful in
the beginning, the party, then
named UKIP, started gaining
popularity prior to the 2014
elections by beginning to focus
on topics such as rising
immigration. Up to today UKIP
keeps on winning seats in local
parliaments as well as in the
European Parliament. In the
England Local Council
Elections 2016 they did not win
any councils, but 58 seats,
which means they nearly
doubled their previous amount
with an increase of 26 seats.
The main problems that UKIP
talks about nowadays are
economical, but they mostly
appear in newspaper headlines
because of their pushing
towards the Brexit and their
immigration policies.

Furthermore “improve access
to quality local education and
create more grammar schools
and technical skills colleges,
encourage vocational
apprenticeships, give parents
the right to choose where their
children go to school, protect
rural schools and support
home schooling“. To me all
those sound very acceptable,
and rather like things that need
to be improved. I can
understand people voting for a
party that has these issues on
their agenda.
What I fail to understand is,
why people are willing to have
a representative who says
things like “The only people I
do have a problem with are
negroes“ (Rozanne Duncan,
Ex-UKIP Councillor in 2015).
Even if one thinks, that their
approach on education is
reasonable and right, how can
one ignore the fact that there
are regularly UKIP politicians
that have to be banned from the party, because they
publicly say racist or sexist things?
Sadly more and more people seem to have a lack of
compassion when it comes to voting.
They look on what is best for themselves ( e.g. tax
reduction), instead of thinking about other people
that might be harmed in the process of getting that
best thing. From my point of view this selfishness is a
general problem in our society, but it shows quite
clearly in the elections nowadays.

In 2016 the UKIP were able to celebrate a win by
fulfilling their longtime goal, when people voted to
leave the EU in the Referendum.
Their arguments in favour of Britain’s exit out of the
EU are, having more control over England borders
and more freedom in decisions. Also they say, that
the UK spends too much money for the EU.
In their manifesto from 2016 it says that Immigration
must be controlled to relieve pressure on our health,
education, housing, police and welfare services“. The

But who are the people voting for UKIP? The party
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claims to represent the ordinary people, the working
class. According to the UKIP Index Demographics
created by Populus poll in January 2015, the majority
of UKIP voters are men over
65. It also shows that most of
the people voting for UKIP
come from the working class in
Eastern England and Yorkshire.
That matches up with the
party’s claim to be the
alternative that the people
need. Nigel Farage writes in an
article ( published on May 31,
2015) for the express.co.uk
website that UKIP “will be
offering the radical changes
that Britain desperately needs.“
Another fact worth looking at is,
that about 45 percent of the
2016 UKIP voters voted for the
conservative party in 2010.

opinions might not seem to be bad, or wrong, I find it
scary how many people seem to share the opinion of
the party’s new leader, who said in November 2016
that “there is a value that unites
that vast majority of British
people away from the small
metropolitan clique, and that
value is patriotism.”
In my opinion patriotism is a
dangerous thing. I do think that
every nation should be proud of
their culture and uniqueness.
We have seen in history many
times, that when people start
seeing their country superior to
other countries it can end in a
catastrophic way.
And personally I would rather
see a world, that is united and
where countries see other
countries and humans as
equal, than a world in which
every country puts itself
radically first so that no helping
or learning from each other is
possible anymore.

This means that many people
supporting conservative values
moved their vote from the
conservative party to the UKIP,
p r o b a b l y h o p i n g t o fi n d
realisation of their political
wishes there. It suggests, that
many people feel like the two
big parties in the UK (The
Conservative and the Labour
Party) are not fulfilling their
promises and they are looking
for a new party that might.

- Lotta Janzen

And for that they are willing to
support a party that has to
proof over and over again that
it is not racist. While the
majority of UKIP’s topics and

God, Where Are You?
Let’s take a moment in silence and remember. Let’s
go back to the summer of 2005: It was the 7th of July,
8:30am, London. Thousands of people start the day
and are on their way to work in the London
Underground. They are on the Circle and Piccadilly
line. At 8:50am there is a loud bang, or rumbling, a
vibration - the underground screeches to a halt. Only
minutes later, three trains with hundreds of people
are standing still within the tunnels of the London
Underground. Other trains stop too and then the
whole underground cuts off shortly before 10am. The
mobile phone network breaks down, from the tunnels
no emergency call can penetrate outward. It takes
hours to rescue the dead bodies, injured and
stranded people. Shortly after 11am there is the
confirmation - it was a co-ordinated terrorist attack!
At that time, everyone was asked to keep cool, to

avoid going into the city and that there should be no
unnecessary emergency calls.
Or, if we look back at an event not too long ago:
November 2015. Paris the City of Love. In the
evening hours, millions of people on the busy streets
of the city are still on the road. A friendship game
between the French and the German national team
will take place at the Stade de France. The bars and
restaurants are filled in the Rue Alibert. In the concert
hall, Bataclan, hundreds of fans move to the music of
the band, Eagles of Death Metal. But then, around
9:20pm one could hear on the TV broadcast of the
soccer game, a loud bang. 10 minutes later another
one. The news has reached us with horror. In the Rue
Alibert you can hear gunfire for minutes, as well as in
the Rue Charonne and in two other busy streets of
the Parisian centre. Half an hour after the first
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jjexplosion armed assailants storm the concert hall
Bataclan. The end result is staggering: multiple shot
weapon attacks, a massacre with the taking of
hostages and six suicide assassinations, 130 dead
and 352 injured, 97 of them seriously. Just a few
hours later the terroristic group “Islamic State“, in
short IS, admits to the attacks.

these events happening in the world, it’s hard for me
to put my full confidence in God and that he will help
me. As it is written in Psalm 121: “Your help comes
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. May he
not let your foot be moved: no need of sleep has he
who keeps you. (Psalm 121, 1-3) Much of what I read
in the bible is not very clear to me and often it’s very
difficult to achieve all these things in my life. Maybe it
is a character flaw that I doubt sometimes, but I just
cannot put my full trust in God and that he brings
peace and protection for all of us. It seems too easy,
too simple. As John writes: “May peace be with you;
my peace I give to you: I give it not as the world
gives. Let not your heart be troubled; let it be without
fear.” (John 14,27)

I’m sure you can well remember those feelings
connected to these news stories. It was as if the
whole world was standing still and holding its breath.
This was in some ways similar to the terrorist attacks
from the 11th of September 2001.
What goes on in the mind of someone who decides to
take his and countless other lives? How can they
reconcile such an attack with their conscience? What
reasoning convinces
that a group to such
senseless and
barbaric acts? And
what role does God
take in all of these
events?

Just after such
terroristic and awful
acts, it might be hard
for many people to
trust in God. And the
people who do not
believe in God take
such things as a
proof that God does
not exist. However,
exactly then it is
important that we
keep in mind, that
God is not like a
person. He cannot
be forced or
manipulated.
He
cannot change bad
things immediately.

Unfortunately, news
stories such as these
are no longer a rarity.
There are constant
b o m b i n g s ,
assassinations and
hostage-taking. The
papers are full of it.
What has happened
to our world? People
live in terror,
defenceless in war
zones and fear every
single day of their
lives. With that in
mind, I would love to
believe in Psalm 34:
“I was searching for
the Lord, and he
gave ear to my voice,
and made me free
from
all
my
fears.’ (Psalm 34,4).

Go d i n h a b i ts o u r
prayers. He is in the
free will of every
person, in the love
we give each other
and in the miracle of
birth. He is always
there, even if we
don’t see him. He
can be the light in the
darkness. He can be
the hope for those who urgently need it. He can give
those who suffer comfort as it was written in 2
Corinthian: “Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God
of all comfort, who gives us comfort in all our
troubles, so that we may be able to give comfort to
others who are in trouble, through the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God.” (2
Corinthian 1,3-4)

But you can’t tackle this fear with good beliefs alone.
Do you have to die to overcome these fears? As John
writes, “I have said all these things to you so that in
me you may have peace. In the world you have
trouble: but take heart! I have overcome the
world.” (John 16.33)
I want to be honest. Sometimes and particularly given
situations such as the above, I’m mad at God and it’s
not easy for me to see him in these acts and to find
him there. I cannot imagine how there can be
something so wonderful as the Kingdom of God and
something as terrible as war and deliberate
destruction on the earth at the same time. With all

And in the end isn't this exactly what counts? That
there is always someone who offers me his shoulder
where I can find my comfort.
- Wibke Heinemann
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Gap Year
The Catholic
Worker Farm

“I must say that the most valuable part of
my experience here has been the
encounters and relationships with
people”

Why not join us for a year?
CONTACT US!
Scott Albrecht: 07983477819

Would you like to…
… develop your prayer life?
… live with the poor in the UK?

Homepage:
www.thecatholicworkerfarm.org
Email:
thecatholicworkerfarm@yahoo.co.uk

… be a live-in volunteer in a Christian
… community?
… work in a beautiful garden?
… learn DIY?
… work for justice and peace?
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LITTLE PORTION
HERMITAGE

GUEST HOUSE
A great place for you and three or four friends to
spend a weekend alone or having a guided retreat.
A 4x5m log cabin (sleeps 4-6).

At the heart of our community we recognise
the need for prayer.
To this end we have built our Little Portion
Hermitage (4x3 metre log cabin).
Hermitage comes from the Greek eremos
which is the Desert.
As we go into the
Hermitage we go into the desert of our own
hearts. There we battle for what is God's, the
old self dies and the new self grows.
We are offering this hermitage for any who
would like to come on a retreat. The log cabin
has heat, electrics, bed, dresser, desk and
chair, it sits 40 metres from the main house in
a secluded wooded area over-looking Lynsters
lake. Meals, shower and washing facilities are
taken in the main community house.

TALKS & WORKSHOPS
Social Justice: A Contextual Theology for
the First World – A modest proposal for a
way in which Christians could be living in the
first world.
We Did Not Invent Community – Community
as ontologically rooted in the Trinity and
expressed in a continuum of possibilities
within human experience.
Jesus' Last Week - A radical day by day
exploration of Jesus' last week.
Jesus; Priest, Prophet and King – Exploring
questions such as – What was Jesus'
response to the ‘Poor of God' in his culture?
How do we live out of our baptism in our
culture?
The Catholic Worker – Catholic Social
Teaching - putting “love in action” through the
Works of Mercy.
Faith Based Non-Violent Direct Action Scott has had multiple arrests & 4 criminal
records for love of neighbour. Here he shares
his theological reflections on such actions.
Radical Discipleship – Following Jesus in
‘The Way' of discipleship.
Living with the Poor - Scott, Maria & family
live with those who have been denied
asylum, bonded, abused and trafficked.
Christian Anarchism – Exploring
Christianarchy; looking afresh at scripture
with the possibility that God's ideal is human
communities ‘without rulers'.
Christians in Empire – An examination of the
claims of Empire and claims of The Kingdom
of God upon its citizens.
Should Christians Fight in Wars? – An
exploration of The Early Church Fathers on
participation in war-making.
Other Topics include; Franciscan Spirituality,
Repentance and Resistance, The Domination
System of First Century Palestine and Jesus
the Rebel.
Contact Scott on 07983477819 for more
details.
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How to get involved?
Financial Donations

in which you can get
There are many ways
rtant work:
involved in this impo
• Come and visit us!
lunteer/intern
• Become a live-in vo
transport to
• Help our ladies with
appointments
in our beautiful
• Come for a retreat
Hermitage
t this, all the rest is
• Pray for us - Withou
impossible!
letter & event
• Sign up for our news
ail
invitations by post or em

•
•
•
•

Becoming a Committed Giver by filling out the
Standing Order form is the best way to support
us regularly. And help us sustain and increase
our work.
If you want to support Mary House, our Mother
and child house directly please make cheques
payable to St. Simeon’s Church Trust. Send
your cheque to us here at the Catholic Worker
Farm and we will send you a Gift Aid form.

C.W. FARM NEEDS
Sugar, Juice, Long Lif
e Milk, Cheese,
Butter
Vegetables and Fruit
Nappies ( Size 5 and
6)
Cleaning Supplies such
as Washing-up
Liquid, Sponges, Spra
ys, Gloves, Bleach,
Washing Powder.

Join us for our weekly Vigil for Peace

We sustain weekly Vigils on Mondays at 3.30pm near the Joint Military
Headquarters in Northwood. We vigil between Waitrose and Northwood
Underground Station on the High Street.

We need your

HELP!

Please get in touch if you would like to join us: 07983 477819.

In the Garden,
Weeding,
Cutting grass,
Picking fruit,
Making jam
Cleaning the house,
Moving furniture,
General DIY,
Counselling
Give us a ring if you
have some time to
spare.
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THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE
- or get you locked up for decades
In 2010 a young U.S. soldier was arrested in
Baghdad, transferred to Kuwait, placed in a small
cage and tortured, then later transferred to Quantico
U.S. Marine base Virginia/ U.S.A. and systematically
tortured for a further nine months. PfC Manning’s
“crime” had been to expose U.S. war crimes in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The exposure had taken place
through WikiLeaks, whose editor Julian Assange was
then detained without charge in London in December
2010. Initially jailed in HMP Wandsworth, Assange
was first granted strict bail conditions by the High
Court, then electronically tagged as he was dragged
through the British courts. I organised solidarity vigils
outside every court appearance from Horseferry
Magistrates to Woolwich to the High and Supreme
Courts. Gareth Peirce, the lawyer who freed the
Guildford 4 and Birmingham 6, began to represent
Julian at the appeal level. A few of us began to take
responsibility for getting Julian in and out of court
safely through a huge and intimidating press pack.

Whenever PfC Manning was brought to military court
at NSA HQ Ft Meade Maryland, we along with
Veterans for Peace and others maintained a
presence outside the U.S. embassy in London. We
would conduct a silent vigil facing the embassy as we
played the haunting audio from the infamous
collateral murder video published by WikiLeaks.
https://collateralmurder.wikileaks.org/
During this time we also visited a young Royal Navy
medic Michael Lyons who had refused to deploy to
Afghanistan after reading the WikiLeaks released
cables, having come to the conclusion that it was an
immoral war. We not only staged solidarity vigils
outside Colchester military prison and visited Michael
there, but accomplished significant fund raising to
support his partner who was facing eviction at the
time. It has been a wonderful journey with Michael as
we threw him a “welcome out of jail party” on his
release and he is now an active member of Veterans
for Peace, (veteransforpeace.org.uk), studying at
university and a guitarist in a thriving Brighton punk
band “Worthy Victims”.

In 2012 Julian found sanctuary from persecution by
the U.S. government in the embassy of Ecuador
located near Harrods, in the upmarket Knightsbridge
area of London.

Meanwhile, Manning refused to break under torture
and declined to invent a story that would implicate
Julian Assange. Later Assange would offer Edward
Snowden similar solidarity as Sarah Harrison from
WikiLeaks travelled to Hong Kong to facilitate his
escape from U.S. authorities following his exposure
of N.S.A. mass surveillance. The truth is that if it
wasn’t for Sarah Harrison and Julian Assange,
Edward Snowden would be in U.S. custody now. Both
Oliver Stone’s recent movie “Snowden” and the
original Laura Poitras “Citizen 4” are well with
watching.

Some members of the Catholic Worker and friends in
and around London were among the few anti-war
activists to take solidarity action with Manning and
Assange, both of whom were largely abandoned by
the anti-war organisations and liberal-left NGOs.
Manning and Assange, who had done so much to
expose the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan that literally
millions had marched against, were left hung out to
dry by a timid and negligent anti-war leadership in
England, running scared as usual from any serious
confrontation with empire. A closer analysis exposes
that this is par for the course for those who move
beyond the predictable cattle drives of moral
posturing and ineffectual protest into nonviolent
resistance. The gentleman’s agreement that “you
can have your protest if we can have our war” had
been transgressed by Assange, Manning, scores of
resisters within the military and a few in civil society.
As Phil Berrigan often reflected, it’s a case of “warm
friends cooling” between those who seek mainstream
acceptance and the resister when the state clamps
down.

For the past four and a half years, a small group of
people has maintained a regular (now 4x a week)
solidarity vigil outside the Ecuadorian embassy. Their
fidelity to standing in solidarity with Julian is truly as
sacred as it is inspirational. They bring their own lived
experiences of the coup in Chile, torture in Colombia
and persecution in Ireland to this act of solidarity with
Julian Assange under the cosh in their city of London.
Following the 2013 sentencing of Chelsea Manning
to 35 years imprisonment, Wales-based solidarity
activist Genny Bove and I made our way to
Pembrokeshire to see if we could offer Chelsea’s
Welsh mother Susan, aunts, uncles and extended
family more proactive solidarity. This too has been a
wonderful human story of solidarity, especially
Genny’s steadfast accompaniment of the family over
the past three years. One of the best ideas we had off
the bat was to take the family on a solidarity visit to
Dublin, the birthplace of Chelsea Manning’s maternal
grandfather Billy Fox. It was the first time they had

For me, committing myself to proactive solidarity with
Manning and Assange was quite personal as I had
spent 13 months as a prisoner of the United States
for my role in the disabling of a B52 Bomber on the
eve of the 1991 Gulf War. I knew from my own
experiences as a political prisoner the significance of
solidarity as the only anti-venom to the mechanisms
of the imperial state that are designed to isolate,
demoralise and crush nonviolent anti-war resistance.
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been with a large group of people who had supported
what their loved one had done. Gerry Conlon of the
Guilford 4 travelled down from Belfast and gave an
impassioned speech in support of Chelsea Manning,
Julian Assange and whistleblowers.
https://vimeo.com/98856534

most on a signal day by any U.S. President in history.
This brought the total for his presidency to more than
1,150 with the overwhelming majority issued this past
year.Obama also issued 78 presidential pardons.
Most of these are for drug related offences. There is
no excuse for him not to grant a commutation of
sentence or pardon to Chelsea Manning who acted
without criminal intent in exposing war
crimes.Chelsea is now in the 7th year of
imprisonment. We were all shocked and saddened to
hear reports of two suicide attempts by Chelsea in
recent months. As Catholic Workers we are called to
nonviolent resistance to war, tending the wounds of
the victims of war and to offer proactive solidarity with
anti-war resisters.

Public meetings & meetings with with politicians were
complemented with much music and celebration. Irish
actor and playwright Donal O’Kelly took rapid
initiative and within 6 weeks a group of Irish artists
and musicians were making a return solidarity visit to
the family in Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire. Since
then, there has been an organic evolution of a
beautiful relationship of solidarity around Chelsea and
the family between Dublin and Pembrokeshire.

Free Chelsea Manning! Free Julian Assange! Free
Edward Snowden!

A month ago I travelled with the “Chelsea
Manning
Support
Band”
from
Dublin
to
Chelsea’s Uncle Kevin’s 65th birthday party. Kevin
continues his struggle with cancer. Last week a group
of Irish politicians led by celebrated James Joyce
scholar Senator David Norris assembled outside
the Dail to celebrate Chelsea’s 29th birthday,
also pleading for U.S. President Obama to grant
Chelsea Manning a pardon or a commutation of
sentence to time served. President Obama was
initially elected as an anti-war candidate describing
the U.S. invasion of Iraq as a “stupid war”
and pledging to protect whistleblowers. He has
gone on to prosecute far more whistleblowers
far more aggressively than any President in U.S.
history

WISE UP ACTION: wiseupaction.info
MANNING FAMILY FUND: manningfamilyfund.org
***Solidarity letters & postcards:
Chelsea E. Manning 89289
1300 North Warehouse Road
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027-2304
U.S.A.
Julian Assange
Embassy of Ecuador
3 Hans Crescent
London SW1X 0LS.
ENGLAND
- Ciaron O’Reilly

On the Monday before Christmas, Barack Obama
commuted the sentences of 153 federal inmates, the

Other news
WE SAID GOODBYE TO OUR VOLUNTEERS IN AUGUST AND WELCOMED THE NEW
VOLUNTEERS (YOU CAN READ MORE ABOUT US IN THE “WHO WE ARE” SECTION).
IN NOVEMBER WE WELCOMED A NEWBORN BABY INTO OUR COMMUNITY.
SOME OF OUR WOMEN LEFT HAVING TAKEN ON NEW JOBS AND ACCOMMODATION.
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR ALL OF THE
GIFTS THAT HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO OUR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN.
WE WILL NOT GET ANY MORE MEAT DONATIONS, BECAUSE THE COMPANY WHO
GAVE IT TO US MOVED.
WE HAVE FINISHED LANDSCAPING THE FRONT GARDENS AT MARY HOUSE. THIS
INCLUDED MAJOR TREE FELLING, SOIL IMPORTING, TURFING AND A GARDEN SHED.
A COMPANY CALLED PHADED CREATED A NEW VIDEO. IT CAN BE SEEN AT
HTTPS://VIMEO.COM/193894372?REF
WE WISH YOU ALL A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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MONTHLY STANDING ORDER FORM
FOR A COMMITTED GIVER
Please fill in the form in BLOCK LETTERS and send to: The Catholic Worker
Farm, Lynsters Farm, Old Uxbridge Rd., West Hyde, Herts, WD3 9XJ

MONTHLY STANDING ORDER FORM FOR A COMMITTED GIVER
Your Bank Information
To the Manager (Your Bank)…………………………………………………………………………..…………………….
Bank Address (in full) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Your Account Number………………….…………….……… Your Sort Code ……………………………
Your Account Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Your Roll Number (for Building Societies)………………………………………………..……………………………..

Your Personal Information:
Name……………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………...
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………Post

Code……………………

Telephone…………………………...……………..…Email .……………………………………..……………………..

Please accept this mandate as my authority to make the monthly payment (Standing Order) of:
The sum of £ …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
And in words ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
This is to be paid now and thereafter monthly. This replaces any previous instruction in favour of The
Catholic Worker Farm until countermanded by me/us.

Beneficiary: The Catholic Worker Farm
Bank: Lloyds TSB,
Address: Lloyds TSB St. Albans (309725)
Account Number: 00727903,
Sort Code: 30-97-25
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………
. Date…………………………………….…….
Alternatively you may send a cheque – Made payable to
THE CATHOLIC WORKER FARM
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WHO WE ARE
Scott Albrecht is a Former Chaplain, U.S. Military and Third
Order Franciscan, BA, MA in Applied Theology, Faith Based
Peace Activist. Scott has accompanied homeless men and
women at various times over the past 18 years.

Olivia Voggel is 18 years old. She joined us through IN Via,
one of our German partner organisations. Olivia will be
staying at the farm for one year. She seems to be happy in
every situation which makes people smile. She enjoys
doing the paper stuff, reading and learning new skills.

Lotta Janzen is 19 years old and from Germany. She joined the
Catholic Worker Farm in August 2016 and will help us for one
year. She likes the variety of people in the community and having
good conversations with everybody. In her free time Lotta enjoys
reading, going swimming and learning new things.

Levin Vollmer is 19 years old and from the south of
Germany. He joined the farm through ICE, a german partner
organisation, in September 2016. Levin loves talking to all
people he’s meeting and he also enjoys the hard work in the
garden. In his free time he loves walking outside and enjoys
playing with the children.

Wibke Heinemann is 18 years old and from Dresden. In
September 2016 she joined the farm to stay here for one year.
At the moment she is staying at Mary House with all the
children what makes her very happy and
grateful. Wibke is also interested in cooking
and baking.
Merle Baehner stayed at the farm for 3 month and loved living at
Mary House with the kids. She is interested in community life and
enjoyed getting to know all the different people, listening to their
stories and spending time with them. She’s very grateful for this
experience and learned a lot.
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The Catholic Worker Farm t-shirts
Front: "Comforting the
Afflicted".
Back: "Afflicting the
Comfortable".
Available in
black or white.
Sizes S, M, L, XL.
£15
(including postage)
To order e-mail us!

E-mail:
thecatholicworkerfarm@yahoo.co.uk
The Catholic Worker Farm

Follow us on Twitter @CW_Farm

Lynsters Farm, Old Uxbridge Road,
West Hyde, Hertfordshire, WD3 9XJ
Hm:01923 777201 Mob:07983477819

www.thecatholicworkerfarm.org
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Like the
Catholic Worker Farm Page
Or join our Facebook Group

