
It has always been thus.  Yet, wars and rumours of 
wars have been our lot for the past 15 years.  So 
much so that these wars 
h a v e e i t h e r b e c o m e 
common place or entirely 
unknown to our minds.  In 
either case the violence 
from our side has been 
largely ignored.  
I'll recount; some of those 
reading this will remember 
t h e I n v a s i o n o f 
A fghan i s tan i n 2001 
(Operation Herrick), the 
Invasion of Iraq in 2003 
(Operat ion Tel ic) and 
perhaps even the attacks 
o n L i b y a i n 2 0 1 1 
(Operation Ellamy) and 
the d rone s t r i kes i n 
Pak is tan s ince 2004 
(Cen t ra l I n te l l i gence 
Agencies Special Activities 
Division).  In the past year 
there have been Covert 
British military operations 
in Somalia and Sudan 
since September 2015, 
the bombing of (ISIS, 
ISIL), now called Daesh in Iraq since September 26, 
2014 (Operation Shader) and now the bombing of 
Daesh in Syria (Operation Inherent Resolve) since 
the parliamentary vote on December 2nd 2015. 
Those with a mind to do so will be aware of these 
military operations.
I spoke at a secondary school with 6th Form 
students recently and it was made apparent to me 
that they were but 3 or 4 years old when The Twin 

Towers were attacked on September 11,2001.  The 
students knew almost nothing of the Invasions of 

Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Somalia, Sudan or 
Libya.   As if these 
had happened on 
another planet or 
were p reh is to r i c 
events. Few of them 
seemed concerned 
w i t h B r i t a i n ' s 
p r o p e n s i t y t o 
violence and that we 
"stand shoulder to 
shoulder" with the 
US.  But they have 
been dutifully taught 
a b o u t W W 2 . 
 Everything from the 
call to war, to trench 
warfare and on to 
victory.   They've 
been taught to wear 
their red poppies as 
well.   They have 
also been taught to 
fear. Especially to 
fear Daesh. 
I have learned that 

fear is the mind killer. Fear brings us back to that 
primitive pattern which we share with other 
primates; Fight or Flight.  Since the State never runs 
from a good fight, and in most cases starts the fight, 
it will always tap into our primal urge to take up the 
sword.  This instinct, along with sex and hunger lies 
at the centre of our brains. 
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Interestingly, the number one fear on the top 10 list of 
fears in the US is that of a terrorist attack.  The last is 
now a nuclear attack.  Former US National Security 
Advisor  Zbigniew Brzezinski argues that the use of 
the term 'War on Terror' was intended to generate a 
culture of fear deliberately because it "obscures 
reason, intensifies emotions and makes it easier for 
demagogic politicians to mobilize the public on behalf 
of the policies they want to pursue". Wiki quote...
Fortunately for many the State pays others to do the 
fighting on its behalf. This deal with the soldier saves 
the civilian population from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, loss of life and limb, suicide, homelessness 
and alcoholism.  The State teaches the soldier to fight 
without flight, to stop asking questions, to be reflexive 
in the act of killing; to kill as an instinct, bypassing 
conscious thought. (More on this by Former SAS Ben 
Griffin in the next article)
I was a part of the Corpus Militia during the early 
1980's.   Americans were crippled with fear during 
The Cold War.   The State teaching us who our 
enemies were.  We were taught to fear a nuclear 
attack by the Soviets, to 'duck and cover'.  When I 
was 18 I learned to use an M16 Automatic Rifle, 
incidentally DAESH have been known to use some of 
these American weapons.   I was a Crew Chief on 
F111 Fighter Bomber Aircraft at RAF Lakenheath in 
Suffolk.  They were used during the bombing of Libya 
in 1986, and the first attack on Iraq in 1990. The 
remaining were sold to Australia where they were 
used to threaten Indonesia.   I worked with Nuclear 
Weapons as well. These were aimed at Russian 
civilians as well as military targets.   If you think that 
The West would never use nukes just think back on 
Nagasaki and Hiroshima.  Recently none other than 
the Polish Government wants to employ US nukes in 
Poland in order to take aim at Russia in the name of 
defence.  Sound familiar?
I remember the day I had become a Christian while 
soldiering back in 1982.  I had a profound experience 
with Jesus. Afterwards, I went to my commanding 
officer and told him that I would no longer obey a 
direct order to kill if commanded to do so.  He sent 
me to the Base Chaplain who explained the councils 
of violent men throughout the Old Testament; Moses, 
Joshua, King David. He failed to see that I had 
converted from Judaism to Christ and not the other 
way around.  I told him that Jesus was nonviolent.  I 
had become part of the Corpus Christi.  As a child I 
was taught the doctrine of Mutually Assured 
Destruction, years later as a disciple, Jesus' doctrine 
of "love your enemies".   
There has been a cunning plan for this post Cold War 
havoc which we and many other nations have 
experienced over the past 15 years.  General Wesley 
Clark the former Supreme NATO Allied Commander 
and Joint Chiefs of Staff Director of Strategies and 
Policy, describes in his 2003 book, Winning Modern 
Wars, his conversation with a military officer in the 

Pentagon shortly after the September 11  attacks 
regarding a plan to attack seven Middle Eastern 
countries in five years: 
"As I went back through the Pentagon in 
November 2001, one of the senior military staff 
officers had time for a chat. Yes, we were still on 
track for going against Iraq, he said. But there 
was more. This was being discussed as part of a 
five-year campaign plan, he said, and there were 
a total of seven countries, beginning with Iraq, 
then Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Iran, Somalia and 
Sudan."
The Wests agenda?  Ask yourself... Is it the spread of 
Democracy or the spread of Capitalism?  The list of 
democratically elected leaders which have been 
overthrown by the US is endless.  Syria 1949, Iran 
1953, Guatemala 1954, Vietnam 1950's, Cuba 1959, 
Congo 1961, Brazil 1964,   Indonesia 1965, 
Dominican Republic 1965, Chile 1973, Afghanistan 
1979-89, Turkey 1980, Nicaragua 1981-90,   Haiti 
1990-2004, Iraq 1992-96, Venezuela 2002 and Iran 
2005-Present.  The Love of Money has driven our so 
called leaders to make their presence felt throughout 
oil rich nations.  For an explanation of whom this is 
done and to what end read Naomi Klein's book Shock 
and Awe.
Votes do not secure material wealth, capital does. 
And capital is what was acquired after the 
privatisation of Iraqi assets. US Labour Against the 
War wrote, 
"Most of these corporations have been awarded 
no-bid contracts worth billions of dollars to 
rebuild and privatize Iraq, and bring its economy 
firmly under U.S. control. Their names read like a 
rogue's gallery of anti-union U.S. multinationals, 
including Halliburton (VP Cheney's former 
company), MCI (formerly MCI/WorldCom, 
notoriously anti-union and now charged with the 
largest fraud in history), and SSA (the leader of 
the attack on the ILWU during 2002 contract 
negotiations)." The contracts are enormous 
handouts worth billions. 
And so western governments support puppet leaders 
in these countries we've invaded.   From Karzai in 
Afghanistan to Maliki and now Abadi in Iraq and Jalil 
in Libya.  Every empire has done the same when it 
has strived for a military victory.  These days it is not 
necessary for empires to acquire land as we do not 
live in a land based economy.  It is not necessary to 
occupy either.   It is only necessary for western 
corporations to acquire assets; water, gas and oil, 
sewage, telephone and electric utilities.   China is 
doing the same in Africa, but not through war, they 
are simply buying up the land.  

So what should be the appropriate response for the 
Christian when there are Wars and Rumours of 
Wars? The following is based on Mark 13:5-8. 

“Do not be deceived”. The time old saying that, “truth 
is the first casualty of war” still holds true. We 
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heard it when we were told that Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction, and now with the CIA alleging there 
are 7,000 moderate Muslims waiting in the wings to 
take control of Syria.  This has now been repudiated, 
after the vote to bomb Syria.  We will be told more 
lies.   The "secular priesthood" as Noam Chomsky 
calls the media, do exactly that.   They mediate 
between those in power and the powerless. 

"Do not be troubled".  Jesus offers us Peace.  Not as 
the world gives.  Do not let fear take over your heart. 
 Strike it from your heart and do not let it enter into 
your homes.   Courage is the capacity to move 
forward into reality despite the fear.  Martin Luther, 
when asked what he would do if the world ended 
tomorrow replied, "I would plant a tree". 

"...Be vigilant". Stand watch, stay awake, like the 
virgins with oil filled lamps and wicks trimmed, lighting 
the way so that others may see clearly.  Stay awake, 
when the powers and principalities would rather have 
us sedated.   Sedated with so many illusions. 
  Capitalism promotes permanence, perfection, 
completeness.   Nothing is permanent, perfect or 
complete except the Kingdom. Capitalist culture has 
promoted warped Ideas of love, wisdom and power. 
 These have kept us from the truth of who we are, 
where we are from, and where we are going.

"Take heed of oneself..."  Keep a critical eye on ones 
own life.   Listen to friends and loved ones, take 
onboard that which is true and disregard the rest. 
 Hold on to sound teaching and keep it close to ones 

heart. Pay attention to your needs.  The needs of the 
body, soul and spirit.

"Stand as a witness before..."  those who govern.  As 
Jesus and the first apostles did before the Sanhedrin 
and the Roman Governors.  The apostles understood 
this well.   They imitated Jesus' life and his death. 
 They knew that Witness and Martyr were the same 
word and had the same implications. This takes 
tremendous courage.  I have known men and women 
over the years who have spoken truth to power and 
have paid a significant price.  A price paid in flesh and 
blood.  Bodies in prison, bodies beaten.  One does 
not have to leave the UK for this to happen.  But one 
does have to leave ones illusions and comforts.

"flee"... This too is sometimes prudent.   In various 
situations Jesus had said, "my time has not yet 
come".  St. Paul was lowered from a basket out of a 
window to escape persecution.  The early Christians 
were told that when the abomination of desolation 
occurred in the Temple they were to flee to the high 
places. We know that they did flee Jerusalem when 
Rome attacked in 70AD. This drove a further wedge 
between the Jews and Christians as the Christians 
were seen as cowards because they did not fight 
alongside their Jewish counterparts.   However, we 
know that the Christian life is not one of cowardice, 
but rather active resistance.  A Christian is called to 
be a Pacifist.  Pace meaning Peace. Facare meaning 
Making.  So we are called to be Peacemakers and 
blessed are we when we so do. God shall call us his 
Sons and Daughters.                             Scott Albrecht

Fight for Queen and Country, what does that 
mean? It is a jingoistic phrase dreamt up by some 
propaganda merchant intent on stoking the fire of 
that false religion patriotism.
The idea of fighting for Queen and Country is held 
tight by those who never have and never will actually 
fight.
It is held by those who long to bask in the reflected 
glory of war.
It is held by those who have no experience of the 
suffering that war inflicts.
It is an idea held up by those who gain the most from 
war, Politicians, Generals, The Arms Industry and 
The Media.
It is a phrase that is dredged up again and again to 
stifle dissent and build unquestioning support for the 
aggression we choose to unleash.
We must look at what lies behind this decrepit 
phrase.

Who is it doing the fighting?
A well-trained and professional force that’s highest 
collective desire is to go to war, any war.
This force does not fight for Queen and Country. it 
fights when it is told to fight.
Even when the Generals believe that a certain war is 
illegal or un-winnable or detrimental to the long-term 
security of these isles, when it comes to the crunch 
they always want war.
What does the fighting involve?
Well if you believe the media or the citations written 
for medals awarded you might imagine that the 
fighting consists of bayonet charges, lone hand 
grenade assaults on enemy positions or modern-day 
spitfire pilots scrambling to some noble action.
In my experience the reality is a lot darker.  
Long periods of waiting punctuated by unforeseen 
moments of extreme violence.
Having your legs blown off by an IED.

We Will NOT Fight For Queen and Country
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A supposed ally shooting holes in your chest.
Dying in a helicopter crash.
Burning to death in a transport plane.
Being beaten to death by an angry mob.
Being shot in the face as you break into someones 
home.
The reality is setting up thousands of checkpoints in 
the country you have occupied, disrupting the lives of 
the people and then killing them when they approach 
too quickly or fail to stop in time.
The reality is raiding people’s houses, using 
explosives to enter homes. Detaining previously 
unknown males some as young as 15 and handing 
them over to be tortured. Whilst their families are left 
to fend for themselves, Traumatised by your action.
The reality is killing people from the safety of an 
attack helicopter or drone control room. As if you are 
playing a computer game, with no regard for the lives 
of people who have been dehumanised.
Haji, Raghead, Sand Nigger, Chogie, Argie, Paddy, 
Gook, Chink, Jap. Kraut, Hun. All terms used by our 
armed forces. The product of a society which still 
believes in its superiority over other people’s and 
cultures.
We pretend that we wage war for higher, noble 
causes. We claim that our armed forces fight for 
Freedom, Democracy or Human Rights.
This is not the case. We wage war according to 
Policy. It is a choice determined by Government. This 
policy is influenced by those who gain the most from 
war. Politicians, Generals, The Arms Industry and 
The Media.
These scoundrels always predict victory. Always 
insist that violence is the answer. They Ignore the 
inevitability of unforeseen consequences. The 
existence of Blow-back   The fact that it is our own 
policy that creates our enemies.
They deny that we have been defeated to maintain 
support for current and future bloodletting.
The reasons they give for starting wars rarely match 
the reasons they give for continuing wars and rarely 
match the actual outcomes.
These scoundrels currently hold the noble position of 
backing a military junta in Mali against insurgents that 
we decided to arm in Libya.
Before that they celebrated the Arab Spring whilst 
turning a blind eye to Saudi Arabian aggression in 
Bahrain. Where weapons that we supplied were used 
by our Saudi allies to kill civilians engaged in non-
violent protest. Their silence in this matter shines a 
light on their complicity.
In both Iraq and Afghanistan, once the reasons for 
going to war were found to be false, or unattainable 
or just forgotten, those with a vested interest in 

continuing the wars resorted to one of the oldest 
tricks in the book.
They cultivated the myth of the soldier as hero.
They told you that you might not understand why the 
war continued but that you should support the 
soldiers.
They Told you that to stop the pointless slaughter 
would be sacrilege to those heroes that had already 
died.
Truth is the first casualty of war and tonight you will 
see this phenomenon first hand. You will hear men 
speak in  reasonable tones using educated language 
to mount a defence of Fighting for Queen and 
Country.
They will argue that at the very least we must be 
ready to defend this country. But they are talking 
about a hypothetical situation. The Taliban are not 
going to invade, The Chinese are not massing on the 
coast of France.
From positions of vested interest they will try to 
convince you that Fighting for Queen and Country is 
your highest duty. But what they are really calling for 
is a continuation of business as usual. Fighting and 
killing in accordance with their policy. Which is 
designed to fulfill their interests, their greed, their 
ambition.
I am a Human Being and my allegiance is not to 
Queen and Country but to the whole of Humanity.
I no longer accept the lies which perpetuate war.
I no longer accept that violence can lead to Peace.
Never again will I be complicit in the killing and torture 
of my Brothers and Sisters.
Never again will accept the vile religion of Patriotism.
I refuse to pull on that rancid uniform.
I refuse to fight for Queen and Country.
by Ben Griffin
Source: Veterans for Peace UK
Ben Griffin has remained active in the anti-
w a r m o v e m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e 
organisation Veterans for Peace UK, which he 
and other veterans from the British armed 
forces formed in 2011.

http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/2013/i-will-not-fight-for-queen-and-country/
http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/news/
http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/2013/i-will-not-fight-for-queen-and-country/
http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/news/
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Kaya , the author of the article, with Léonce.

This is not  
MY LIFE!

"I try to enjoy my life here, but in my 
heart... I'm not happy. I really try but this 
is not my life. It feels like a prison to me. 
People are very nice here and we do stuff 
that I enjoy, for example watching movies, 
but I'm not happy. I'm not free. I cannot 

get a job or go to school. I cannot do what I 
want. I also fear for my daughter. This is 

not my life." 

These are a few sentences I heard from Léonce 
yesterday, one of the women who lives with us at the 
farm. In the few weeks she has been living with us, 
she grew dear to my heart. Léonce is from Cameroon 
and came to England because she was persecuted in 
her home country. Here she is one of the older 
women. In her late forties, she is remarkably kind. In 
the beginning she could speak only a little English so 
I became her French interpreter for a short period of 
time. In the end it resulted in her making fun of my 
French and me making fun of her English. I realised 
quite quickly that she was not only a very nice and 
pleasant person but also on top of that a very 
intelligent one. She had stayed with us for less than a 
week when she sat down in front of the cameras of 
BBC News and told her story (which is really 
remarkable because hardly anyone of the other 
women was willing to share their story). Later in the 
day the correspondent came to me and told me how 
touched and moved he was by the story Léonce  told 
him. At that time, he probably knew more about her 
story than I did.
 
All I knew at this point of time (and now today) is that 
she had been persecuted in her home country 
because she had publicly criticised her government. 
As a consequence she was arrested twice and put 
into prison where she was terribly tortured both times. 
At the same time her daughter with whom she has 

little contact at present, was raped. 
But I don’t see this story when Léonce comes bright-
eyed into the kitchen and loudly shouts “Ca 
va?” (How are you?) Or when she sits next to me on 
the sofa during choir practice and cannot stop herself 
from laughing because I sing so badly. Or when she 
comes to me and says “I really like your music. Every 
song you play in the kitchen, I like. So you have good 
taste in music!” 

But when Léonce told us with a shaken voice during 
our check-in that she is not happy and feels 
imprisoned, I only realised how easy it is to draw 
false conclusions. Basically, the women get 
everything they need on the farm. A bed to sleep in, 
clothing, a shower, something to eat and even 
English lessons and therapy sessions. There is a big 
garden, a TV, a computer, games, books and the 
volunteers do their best to bring change into the 
women’s daily lives. As someone who has never 
been confronted with real problems in her life, it is 
easy to delude yourself into thinking everything is 
given to the women. Even the fact that we live in 
close community where people always have a 
friendly ear and are always up for fun activities. Okay, 
of course the women do not have their own rooms 
and from time to time it may be hard to find some 
privacy but generally speaking we do not lack 
anything.
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But Léonce’s words,’This is not my life’, prove 
otherwise. It is not about material well-being and it is 
not about having random people in your life. It is 
about leading his own life, being free in your actions 
and decisions and having people around you that you 
love. 
 
Léonce came to England because she could not 
express her opinion freely in her home country. But at 
the moment she cannot act freely in England either. 
She does not even have a right to her own home. 
She is not allowed to work and consequently she 
does not have any money to travel to London, to 
attend a sport club or to take private English lessons. 
Also having the right to a doctor is something the 
women cannot take for granted. Not to speak of a 
lawyer who helps the women with getting their 
applications through. Léonce’s hands are tied. The 
Home Office can take ages to make decisions 
regarding asylum applications. The only thing she 
can do is wait.
 
Léonce is a cheerful person. That is undeniable. But 
if you take a closer look, you can see that things are 
sometimes very bad for her. She is calm, does not 
say a lot, is lost in thought.  
But on the other hand there is this glimmer of hope. 
Last week, she was overjoyed to tell me that she was 
told her daughter was fine. And yesterday she told 
me that her friend from Cameroon informed her that 
her daughter prayed for Léonce every day. This is 
great news and touched me, but the truth is that 
these are but small building blocks to a free life.  The 
Home Office is the Gatekeeper!!!

 
The Catholic Worker Farm is just a part of the 
reconstruction process of Léonce life. Of course I 
should not talk our work down because even if we 
only resemble a small block, it is still a block that is 
essential for the continued existence of this new 
structure. But unfortunately we cannot put everything 
right. All we can do is to lay a foundation and to 
encourage people to trust in the future. But alas 
sadly, as much as I wish for it, we cannot make up for 
all the injustice. 

What I want to say is that we, people who do well in 
life, sometimes forget about the nitty-gritty: It is not 
about material well-being which make a life worth 
living. It is about our family, friends and also the right 
to freedom. Freedom of religion, freedom of opinion 
and personal liberty.  A right to a free life. 

Since yesterday I have been thinking allot about 
Léonce’s words. In the end she showed me one more 
thing. As soon as a person has literally ‘gone through 
hell’, one cannot just rebuild a life. For as they say, 
scars remain. And to let wounds heal is also a very 
long process. It really hurts to see people suffering 
emotionally. So much so that I just want to stop all the 
injustice in the world – that is not merely an empty 
phrase – I mean it wholeheartedly. Because no one 
deserves to have to walk through this kind of 
nightmare. No one. 

But those who want to attain freedom and justice 
need to speak up and take action. Like Léonce. Even 
though she had suffered much for it. 

Kaya Hasslinger

PEACE ON EARTH 
It’s Christmas, the season of 
peace. But right now the world 
looks anything but peaceful. 
More and more people talk 
about war, and more and more 
countries get involved in 
bombing and fighting. This 
doesn’t only make me sad, but 
a lso terr ified. Why can`t 
humankind just live together in 
peace? Can re l ig ious or 
cultural differences, or even 
economic interests, really be 
more important than a single 
human life? 

Why do the humans always

have to kill each other? No 
other species does this kind of 
organised murder, but we still 
call the human species the 
mos t i n te l l i gen t o f a l l…
H u m a n k i n d a l r e a d y h a s 
enough problems to deal with 
without the wars. We have to 
stop the destruction of the 
e a r t h , r e d u c e t h e h u g e 
consumption of resources and 
find and develop new ways of 
getting the energy we need.We 
really don`t need this hatred 
and enmity, which leads to 
fights, pain and death, over 
and over again. And we really



�7

Barbarians 
and Civilized

We call barbarians
people living
on the other side of the border.
We call civilized
people living
on this side of the border.
We civilized,
living on this side of the border,
are not ashamed
to arm ourselves to the teeth
so as to protect ourselves
against the barbarians

living on the other side.
And when the barbarians
born on the other side of the border
invade us,
we do not hesitate
to kill them
before we have tried
to civilize them.
So we civilized
exterminate barbarians
without civilizing them.
And we persist
in calling ourselves civilized.

Peter Mauren

could use the money and manpower better than 
spending it for weapons and war. 

Since I've been at The Catholic Worker Farm I have a 
better insight into all the disputes and killings going 
on in the world. Going to different protests and 
thinking much more about the conflicts, I experience 
the politics and violence in the world in a different 
setting. But at the same time I also experience a new 
way of peace by sharing life in the community of The 
Catholic Worker Farm. In the farmhouse there are 15 
people living at the moment. 15 people from 4 
different continents, 10 different countries, with 
different religions and cultures and with backgrounds 
that couldn’t be more different. And these people are 
living together in peace. 

Of course this is still not a perfect world of peace. 
There are conflicts sometimes and everyone has to 

learn to communicate in a way where no one gets 
hurt. But in general, the life I experience here shows 
me, that it is possible to live in peace, to respect each 
other, to care for each other, to eat, sing, dance and 
have fun together, no matter where you are from, no 
matter which language you speak, no matter which 
god you pray to, and no matter what you have seen 
and experienced in your previous life.

Christmas is also the time of hope, and seeing and 
experiencing life at The Catholic Worker Farm 
definitely gives me hope, even though the world looks 
so violent at the moment. I think that if everyone 
begins to see his fellow human being as an individual 
with his strengths, but also his weaknesses and 
needs, we can overcome the hatred. So maybe, 
maybe in a far future there may be peace on earth.

Veronika Fritz
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DONT BOMB SYRIA!
10 ALTERNATIVES TO BOMBING SYRIA

As we all now know many in Britain's Parliament decided to Bomb Syria.  We think there are credible alternatives 
and here they are.  Western Governments should seriously consider the following points which would severely 
cripple the Islamic State.

1. We have to enlarge our support for the region, as millions of Syrians are either refugees or internally 
displaced. They are in need of food, water and other essential supplies. If we do not pay attention to these 
needs, this will not only cost lives, but will also cause more radicalisation and instability.

2. We should reverse our policies in relation to Syria, for example we can explore diplomatic options that lead to 
an end of the fighting.

3. By pressuring the key actors to agree to a truce we could improve the chaotic and violent conditions that ISIL 
exploits.

4. So far, Turkey has ignored the call for a stricter control of its borders with Syria. As a NATO member armed by 
the West, pressure should be applied to Turkey to instantly close the border to IS fighters.

5. We have to stop supplying weapons to the Gulf Countries and making them available to terrorists in Syria.

6. We could support efforts to reconcile disagreements between Sunnis and Shias, because ISIL exploits the 
religious disunity of Syria. If there is a national reconciliation, ISIL will use its power.

7. Cracking down on Turkish, Iraqi and other oil dealers who are purchasing the oil illegally would cut ISIL off 
from one of its most important source of income. Otherwise ISIL will be able to replace any weapons we destroy 
and any militants we kill.

8. Stop broadcasting fanatical channels in some Islamic countries.

9. Support moderate streams within Islam as opposed to extreme branch of Wahhabism which only fuels the 
conflict and equips the terrorists fighters with the sense of purpose.

10. Fund and support secular and civil organisations in the Middle East countries.    
Nina Erlacher
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SUFFER THE CHILDREN
When I came from Germany to The 
Catholic Worker Farm in September, I 
already knew I wanted to live in Mary 
House with the mothers and children. I had 
a great time living there so far and I have 
had allot of fun, though at the same time I 
can see how many difficulties refugee 
children have in England.
"Jesus called the children unto him and 
said, "Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God." (Luke 18:16)
Jesus calls the children to him and tells his 
disciples, that the kingdom of God belongs 
to them. He therefore shows them love and 
respect. The government does quite the 
opposite, putting as many obstacles in the 
children's way as possible.
The difficulties the children and their 
parents have to face are endless. First they 
have to stand in fear of Social Service 
separating them from their mothers, 
especially when they are still homeless, 
sleeping for example in train or police 
stations. The children might even still be 
taken away from their mothers and brought 
back to their abusing fathers after they won 
custody. This is a fear three children in 
Mary House have right now. Even if, in the 
end, they can stay with their mothers, that's 
when the everyday-life problems start.
If the children are 2 years old or older, we 
usually try to register them for pre-school or 
school. This, however, is not always 
possible. When the mother is not entitled to 

benefits, they can't go to school as it would be too expensive. 
Going to other countries for holiday or to visit grandparents in their home country is not an option for refugee 
children, because even if their parents have their papers, doesn't mean the children get theirs automatically. One 
of the women in Mary House for example just got her "Leave to Remain", but her 1 year old daughter has to wait 
at least another 10 years.
Even when they get their papers at last, there will always be difficulties like growing up in a foreign culture, often 
without knowing the language, living in poverty and most of all never having equal chances. These children don't 
have easy access to education and therefore bad chances to find a good job. To live a normal life, they have to 
make a much greater effort than english children.

WE HAVE TO STOP THIS INJUSTICE!

In 2014 51% of refugees have been under the age of 18, the highest number ever. These children suffered 
enough, they don't need the government to make their life's even harder.
"It would be better for them if a millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea, than 
that they would cause one of these little ones to stumble." (Luke 17:2)
Well, I think we need quite a big millstone to hang around the government's neck, as they don't only make these 
children fall, but also won't let them stand up again. Ramona Graf



“…the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence and men of violence take it by force”.
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Financial Donations 
Becoming a Committed Giver by filling out the Standing 
Order form is the best way to support us regularly. And 
help us sustain and increase our work.
If you want to support Mary House, our Mother and child 
house directly please make cheques payable to St. 
Simeon’s Church Trust.  Send your cheque to us here at 
the Catholic Worker Farm and we will send you a Gift 
Aid form.

There are many ways in which you can get 
involved in this important work. Some 
examples are:

• Come and visit us!
• Become a live-in volunteer/intern
• Help our ladies with transport to 

appointments
• Come for a retreat in our beautiful 

Hermitage
• Pray for us -  Without this, all the rest 

is impossible!
• Sign up for our newsletter & event 

invitations by post or email

C.W. FARM NEEDS 
• Sugar, Juice, Long life Milk, Cheese, 

Butter, Cooking Oil. At the moment 
we have enough tinned food.

• Home made Jam to sell.
• Cleaning Supplies such as sponges, 

sprays, gloves, Bleach.

How to get involved?

Join us for our fortnightly Vigil for 
Peace

We sustain weekly Vigils on Mondays at 3.30pm near the Joint 
Military Headquarters in Northwood.  We vigil between Waitress 

We need your 

HELP!  
In the Garden, 

Weeding, 
Cutting grass,
 Picking fruit, 
Making jam

Cleaning the house, 
Moving furniture, 

General DIY, 
Counselling

Give us a ring if you 
have some time to 

spare. 



MONTHLY STANDING ORDER FORM
FOR A COMMITTED GIVER

Please fill in the form in BLOCK LETTERS and send to: The Catholic Worker 
Farm, Lynsters Farm, Old Uxbridge Rd., West Hyde, Herts, WD3 9XJ

MONTHLY STANDING ORDER FORM FOR A COMMITTED GIVER

Your Bank Information
To the Manager (Your Bank)…………………………………………………………………………..…………………….

Bank Address (in full) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Your Account Number………………….…………….……… Your Sort Code ……………………………

Your Account Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Your Roll Number (for Building Societies)………………………………………………..……………………………..

Your Personal Information:

Name……………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………...

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………….…………………………………………………………Post Code……………………

Telephone…………………………...……………..…Email .……………………………………..……………………..

Please accept this mandate as my authority to make the monthly payment (Standing Order) of:

The sum of £ …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

And in words ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

This is to be paid now and thereafter monthly. This replaces any previous instruction in favour of The 
Catholic Worker Farm until countermanded by me/us.

Beneficiary: The Catholic Worker Farm
Bank: Lloyds TSB, Address: Lloyds TSB St. Albans (309725)
Account Number: 00727903, Sort Code: 30-97-25

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….   
Date…………………………………….…….

Alternatively you may send a cheque – Made payable to 
THE CATHOLIC WORKER FARM         
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GOOD NEWS 
We received five new Volunteers in late August this year: Marvin, Kaya, Ramona, Veronika and 

Nina. We are also pleased to announce that one of our guests, Rajinder gave birth to her little baby 
girl in the beginning of December with Ramona and Kaya supporting her during the delivery.  

Several of our mothers from Mary House have been given Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK. 

We are continuing to offer English Lessons, Massage Therapy and individual Psychotherapy for our 
Sisters.  Talitha, a therapeutic dance company, have been coming on Saturdays to offer art therapy 
to the women. And also our new volunteers have started up The Catholic Worker Farm Choir again

We have also decided to Partner with the Order of Passionist Priests which was founded by St. 
Paul of the Cross.  

And we really believe that God has plans for growth here at The Farm.  We believe that He wants 
everyone to live in Peace and without Fear.  To this end we hope that He will provide us with the 

human and financial resources to build upon His work…

An Appeal for a 3rd House for Trafficked Women 
We at The Catholic Worker Farm and Mary House are looking to start a 

new house for trafficked women. There are over 6200 trafficked persons 
in the UK and bed space is as low as 200. 

We have lived with numerous trafficked women at the farm over the 
years and they have been lovely people and we feel that they are some of  

the most vulnerable and in need of  support. 

As Pope Francis recently said, “Each one of  us feels committed to being 
the voice of  these, our brothers and sisters, humiliated in their dignity,” 

and with your help we hope to be provide a refuge for these “women and 
children” who are “enslaved, exploited, abused as instruments of  work 

or pleasure, and often tortured and humiliated.” 

We are currently in a good financial position and have a regular income 
thanks to our committed givers. We are looking for a 4 or 5 bedroom 
house within a couple of  miles of  the farm. If  you have a house you 

would rent to us or know anyone who does please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. 

Other news 

SCOTT SPOKE AT AM ECUMENICAL SERVICE AND THEN JOINED THE 
CLIMATE RALLY CALLING FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE

“Love in all Sincerity”
The Catholic Worker Farm: Home 01923 777201 Mobile 07983477819
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European Christian Anarchist Conference: June 24th—
26th

This event is co-organised with A Pinch of Salt and the theme for 2015 is? There will be Workshops, 
Roundtable Discussions, time for reflection and socialising around the bonfire. There are some bed 

spaces available and space to camp. Bring your own tent. 
 

We will provide the food, so be prepared to lend a hand cooking. Arrivals 12 noon on 10th, Departures in 

The Farm Fest Weekend: July 8th-10th  

It is going to be held from Friday July 8th at 6pm to Sunday July 
10th at 6pm. We have back to back artists performing. This year is 
going to be the best musical festival we have ever had with 
classical music, poetry, workshops, gospel music, folk and rock. 
There will be foods and drinks to buy. The entry fee is £12 for the 
whole weekend or £5 for day entry, and all the money we get will 
go to our work with our homeless women and children. There will 
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Gap Year 
The Catholic 
Worker Farm

CONTACT US! 
 
Scott Albrecht: 
07983477819  

Homepage: 
www.thecatholicworkerf
arm.org 

Email: 
thecatholicworkerfarm@
yahoo.co.uk 

Would you like to… 
… develop your prayer life? 

… live with the poor in the UK? 

… be a live-in volunteer in a Christian       
community? 

… work in a beautiful garden? 

… learn DIY? 

… work for justice and peace? 

Why not join us for a year?

“I must say that the most valuable part of 
my experience here has been the 
encounters and relationships with 
people”
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GUEST HOUSE
A great place for you and three or four friends to 
spend a weekend alone or having a guided retreat.  
A 4x5m log cabin (sleeps 4-6).

TALKS & WORKSHOPS
Social Justice: A Contextual Theology for 
the First World – A modest proposal for a 
way in which Christians could be living in the 
first world.

We Did Not Invent Community – Community 
as ontologically rooted in the Trinity and 
expressed in a continuum of possibilities 
within human experience. 

Jesus' Last Week - A radical day by day 
exploration of Jesus' last week. 

Jesus; Priest, Prophet and King – Exploring 
questions such as – What was Jesus' 
response to the ‘Poor of God' in his culture? 
How do we live out of our baptism in our 
culture? 

The Catholic Worker – Catholic Social 
Teaching - putting “love in action” through the 
Works of Mercy. 

Faith Based Non-Violent Direct Action - 
Scott has had multiple arrests & 4 criminal 
records for love of neighbour. Here he shares 
his theological reflections on such actions. 

Radical Discipleship – Following Jesus in 
‘The Way' of discipleship. 

Living with the Poor - Scott, Maria & family 
live with those who have been denied 
asylum, bonded, abused and trafficked. 

C h r i s t i a n A n a r c h i s m – E x p l o r i n g 
Christianarchy; looking afresh at scripture 
with the possibility that God's ideal is human 
communities ‘without rulers'. 

Christians in Empire – An examination of the 
claims of Empire and claims of The Kingdom 
of God upon its citizens. 

Should Christians Fight in Wars? – An 
exploration of The Early Church Fathers on 
participation in war-making. 

Other Topics include; Franciscan Spirituality, 
Repentance and Resistance, The Domination 
System of First Century Palestine and Jesus 
the Rebel. 

Contact Scott on 07983477819 for more 
details.

LITTLE PORTION 
HERMITAGE

At the heart of our community we recognise 
the need for prayer.  
To this end we have built our Little Portion 
Hermitage (4x3 metre log cabin).  
Hermitage comes from the Greek eremos 
which is the Desert.  As we go into the 
Hermitage we go into the desert of our own 
hearts.  There we battle for what is God's, the 
old self dies and the new self  grows.  
We are offering this hermitage for any who 
would like to come on a retreat.  The log cabin 
has heat, electrics, bed, dresser, desk and 
chair, it sits 40 metres from the main house in 
a secluded wooded area over-looking Lynsters 
lake. Meals, shower and washing facilities are 
taken in the main community house.  

�
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Marvin Hendrischke is 26 years old and from Berlin. 
He joined the community in August and will be staying till 
March. Marvin likes to hear the womens’ life stories and 
wants to support them on their way to leading a more 
normal life.  He is really good at repairing things and 
enjoys drawing in his free time.

Veronika Fritz is 18 years old and from Germany. She 
has lived at the farm since August and will stay till next 
Summer. Veronika enjoys the busy life at the Farm and 
always brings new ideas to engage the whole 
community in new activities.

Kaya Hasslinger is 19 years old and from Bremen. She 
joined the CWF through IN Via, one of our German partner 
organisations. Kaya will be staying at the Farm till August 
2016. She loves sports, writing, and has a great sense of 
humour. She is also engaged with current world affairs and is 
always keen to learn more.

Scott Albrecht is a 
Former Chaplain, U.S. Military and Third Order 
Franciscan, BA, MA in Applied Theology, Faith Based 
Peace Activist. Scott has accompanied homeless men 
and women at various times over the past 18 years.

Ramona Graf is 18 years old and from Munich. She 
joined us through ICE, our German partner sending 
organisation, and is with us till August 2016. Ramona 
loves children, animals and reading. She is a great 
singer and leads our Farm Choir.

Nina Erlacher is 18 years old and from Germany. She joined 
the community in Summer 2015. Nina loves children and 
lives at Mary House. She is caring and passionate about 
making the place feel homely for all. In her free time she 
enjoys dancing, learning new skills, and meeting people.

Who we are
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The Catholic Worker Farm
Lynsters Farm,  Old Uxbridge Road, 
West Hyde, Hertfordshire, WD3 9XJ

Hm:01923 777201  Mob:07983477819 

www.thecatholicworkerfarm.org

E-mail:  
thecatholicworkerfarm@yahoo.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter @CW_Farm

Like the
Catholic Worker Farm  Page
Or join our Facebook Group

The Catholic Worker Farm t-shirts
Front: "Comforting the 

Afflicted". 

Back:  "Afflicting the 
Comfortable".  

Available in 
black or white. 

Sizes S, M, L, XL.  

£15  
(including postage) 

  
To order e-mail us! 
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